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T
he Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) has condemned Fuller Smith and Turner's decision to
close Gales brewery in Horndean, Hampshire, as contemptible disregard for over 5,000
people who signed a petition to keep the brewery open and

more than 150 years of brewing heritage.
CAMRA Chief Executive Mike Benner said: “This is a black day for
the people of Wessex who fought so hard only to be let down so
badly.”
“We are appalled at Fullers decision. Thousands of supporters
rallied behind the Wessex branches of CAMRA when a Save Gales
Campaign was launched following the shock takeover
announcement in November. But Fuller's has simply brushed the
overwhelming public concern aside and continued with its own
agenda.”
“Fuller's has made assurances that the main Gales brands HSB,
Butser, Festival Mild and Prize OldAle will remain. However we will
be keeping a close eye on the beers to ensure they do not become seasonal or disappear altogether.
It's questionable whether 'Horndean Special Bitter' (HSB) brewed in Chiswick will appeal to
Hampshire drinkers, or indeed whether the beers will taste the same.”
“Fullers justified the closure by saying it expects to make savings of around £3 million. This is a small
amount to gain in return for destroying a century and a half of Hampshire's heritage and dealing a
blow to all fans of Gales beers.”
CAMRA campaigns against the consolidation and closure of breweries as it reduces consumer
choice, quality and value for money, which is against the interests of all beer drinkers and pub goers.
After the shock announcement of the takeover was made Wessex CAMRAbranches leapt to defend
their local brewery by setting up a website and petition that attracted more than 5,000 signatures.
Visit the website at www.savegales.org.uk
One wonders what all those names on the War Memorial that stands outside the brewery now think
of the once proud and distinguished family name of George Gale for whom they showed such
loyalty, and of Fuller, Smith & Turner who have done more harm to the brewery than two World Wars
ever did.

BLACK DAY FOR BREWING IN
HAMPSHIRE IS SLAMMED BY

CAMRA
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A popular village free house
Cask Conditioned Ales include Gales HSB

Addlestones Real Cider
B&B Accommodation: Single & Twin rooms (Non smoking)

Off Street Parking
Large screen showing all terrestrial sports

Situated in the historic village of Clewer close to Windsor town centre and the
Thames we are ideal for popping into after a river side walk. We have a large patio
garden, log burning fire, and a warm welcome for all including dogs on a lead.
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O
n Monday January 12 the government
launched the Icons Online project,
designed to allow the public to nominate

and vote for what symbols best represent
England.

Within hours of the website being set up both
Real Ale and pubs had been nominated and
CAMRA are asking people to vote and ensure
they secure their rightful place on the list.

CAMRA Press Officer Owen Morris said: “The
brewing industry in England is a proud and vital
part of our heritage and it would be extremely
surprising if a pint of real ale or the traditional
English pub did not make this list. Pubs have
been regarded as the focal point for the
community for centuries and it is hard to
imagine an England without them.

“Pubs themselves are associated with any
number of iconic images. The swaying pub sign,
the hand-pump from which your favourite real
ale is poured, but very little can compare with
the pint of beer itself. CAMRA was founded by
people with a passion for traditional brewing,
beer, and pubs, and today boasts around
80,000 members who believe in the same thing.
When that many people can be so passionate
about something they wish to see preserved for
the future how can it be thought of as anything
but iconic?

“I would definitely encourage people to vote for
real ale and the English pub to be included. No
doubt this list will encourage quite a bit of debate
which will of course take place in the pub.”

The list is will be changed every three months
according to online votes received for each
item. Once in the top 10 that nomination will
then be an official English icon.

To vote go to http://www.icons.org.uk/nom The PerseveranceThe Perseverance

PORTLAND ARMS
CEMENTS POPULAR ITY
WITH AWARD
T

he Slough Windsor & Maidenhead
branch of the Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA) has voted a Maidenhead

town centre back street pub the PortlandArms
as their Pub of the Season.

The Portland Arms, situated in West Street
behind Marks and Spencers, is a genuine free
house not tied to any brewery or pub chain and
has seen off competition from over 300 other
pubs in the Slough Windsor & Maidenhead
area to become the local CAMRAbranch's Pub of the Winter 2005/6.

During a presentation of a commemorative certificate to landlord Richard Carter the
CAMRA spokesperson praised the standard of real ale always served at the Portland,
saying “what a fine advertisement the pub is for choice of high quality real ales.” The
presentation was attended by a full house including many members of the local branch
of CAMRA and others during National Pubs Week, designed to attract pub-goers at a
time of year when trade in pubs can be slow.

The ales at the Portland, which include Brakspear Bitter, Fullers Chiswick Bitter and
ESB, were much appreciated by all.

A recent addition to Richard's business is the addition of 3 new on suite letting rooms
recently built at the rear of the pub. Richard can now offers B&B for up to 4 people.

E
ver wondered how such a publication
actually comes about?........ Do we just
put forward our favourite pubs?...... Do

the publicans pay us to put their pubs
in??.........
Active CAMRA members know the truth! It
takes a lot of research over the year, by which I
don't mean only drinking pints of real ale!
Lots of us visit pubs to see what real beers they
serve, and how these are looked after and
served! “A hardship!” you may say, and it can
be, as we have to visit pubs we don't
particularly like for one reason or another, - just
for research honestly!
Our branch has a system where the condition
of the ale is allocated a score, and these are
averaged to give each pub an annual score. As
the deadline draws near, we go through our list
and select the pubs that have been given high
enough scores by sufficient visitors to be
considered for our shortlist. There are various
conditions that may exclude a high scoring pub
(e.g. recent change of publican), and
eventually we narrow the field down and
produce a list for final surveying.
Which brings me round to what the branch
committee are doing this time of the year, -
surveying pubs in our area for the Good Beer
Guide 2007! Although it may seem a bit early,
due to the vagaries of the publishing world we
have to submit our final entries for inclusion in
March, for a September/October publishing
deadline.
So we spend a fortune visiting pubs purely in
the interest of you, our readers! It can be a bit
daunting sometimes, as you have to speak to
the publican and tell him or her that their pub
has been selected for surveying, but still may
not be included!
After the pubs have been surveyed, the really
tricky part takes place. A lot of debate and
head-scratching goes into our final selections,

but eventually they are made, and our
completed surveys are submitted.
This goes on all over the country in one form or
another to tell you where we think you'll find the
best conditioned real ales served, although
sometimes events overtake us and a 'baddy'
turns up in the book!

Look out for the 2007 issue later in the year, and
don't forget CAMRA members can buy it at a
discounted price via their Branch!

The 2006 GBG is still available at the
price of £12.00 - contact

details on page 6.
CAMRA Angle
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Gary & Ellie
welcome you to

The PerseveranceThe PerseveranceThe PerseveranceThe Perseverance

Food served 7 days a week

12noon until 9pm

Sunday a choice of 3 roasts

Surrounded by popular walks in a countryside

setting, we have an open fire, a large beer

garden and a warm welcome for all of our

customers, including dogs on their leads.

2, High Street, Wraysbury.

Tel: 01784 482375
Off Junction 13 M25.

A popular village pub,
serving 4 real ales

including TEA
(Hogs Back Traditional English Ale)

and an ever changing

guest ale.

ESSEX PUB VOTED

'BEST IN BRITAIN'

FOR THE SECOND

TIME!

I
t is the second time The Swan, Little
Totham, Essex, has won the coveted
award. The last time was in 2002 and

owners John Pascoe and his wife Valerie say
they could not be more delighted that their
hard work and attention to details has been
recognised once again, particularly as the pub
was threatened with closure before they took it
over.

Jon Pascoe said: “This is like being awarded
10 Michelin stars and then struck by lightning!
“When the 16th century cottage style pub was
up for sale the parish council made
representations to the selling brewery begging
to keep it as a local pub for the community
rather than being converted into housing.

“Valerie and I moved in on the 12 June 1996
and worked on the pub with family and friends
until it was in a fit state to open on the 14th
June at 7pm - we took £124.”

“At first we parked our cars in the front car park
to make it look busy and had our meals sitting
outside in the garden for the same effect.

“From those early days they set out to get the
pub recognized by CAMRA and have been
delighted with the level of support we have
received from local branches.

“We would like to thank all of our regular
customers, villagers, CAMRA members and
friends for their custom and hope to welcome
even more visitors in 2006.”

The presentation of the award took place at
The Swan on February 17th to mark the
beginning of National Pubs Week 2006 which
ran from February 18th to the 25th. The aim of
the campaign is to encourage more people to
visit pubs regularly at this quiet time of the year
for the trade.

In CAMRA's Good Beer Guide 2006 The
Swan is described as “an Architypal heavy
beamed village pub. The unspoilt public bar
has billiards and darts, while the comfortable
saloon has open fires.”

Bob Stukins, CAMRA's Pubs Director and one
of the final judges said: “It has wonderful to be
able to revisit The Swan three years after it last
won National Pub of the Year and see that it is
still a shining example within the industry.
Through their devotion to maintaining the very
highest quality in all aspects of the pub John
and Val have prospered and shown others
what a marvellous asset the community pub
can be.”

Mike Harvey, CAMRA Regional Director for
East Anglia, said: “I always make a point of
calling into the Swan whenever I can because
it is such a pleasure to visit there. John and
Valerie have taken a pub that was once
threatened with closure and turned it into a
magnet for real ale enthusiasts from across

the country.”

The only other pub to be awarded the title
twice was last year's winner, The Fat Cat in
Norwich.

Owner of the Fat Cat, Colin Keatley, said: “I am
overwhelmed and delighted to be joined by
someone else winning the National Pub of the
Year title twice. John Pascoe's dedication and
passion are obvious and make him a worthy
winner.”

Bob Stukins added: "We are awarding
National Pub of the Year in the build up to
National Pubs Week to highlight what we
believe makes a pub great. If pubs are to
survive in today's competitive leisure industry,
then it is important that they become more
marketing focused.

“Licensees need to find out what their locals
want, organise events and promote them
accordingly. Unfortunately the day has gone
when people just visit a pub because it is a
pub. National Pubs Week offers the perfect
opportunity to experiment with organising and
promoting events to see what impact these
can have on business.

CAMRA's National Pub of the Year
competition is judged by the CAMRA
membership. Each of the 200 branches vote
for their favourite pub. The branch winners are
entered into 16 regional competitions and then
the 16 winners battle it out to make the Grand
Final which consists of 4 pubs. The three
runners-up this year were

The Check Inn, North Wroughton, Wiltshire.

Old Coach House, Southwell, Notts.

Robin Hood, Jarrow, Tyne & Wear.

th

CAMRA exposes urban myths and
celebrates historical pubs for National

Pubs Week
For National Pubs Week 2006 in February, CAMRA painstakingly researched pubs
across the countrywhich claim to have played a pivotal role in historical events.
After months of delving into the history of the nominated pubs CAMRA, assisted by
London School of Economics academic Simon Davies, has short listed 14 pubs which it
feels areworthy of being awarded a specially designedPubs inTimeplaque.
Through meticulous research CAMRA has discovered many of the so-called facts
around pub histories are little more than mythology and found that many significant
pubs had been lost to demolition or change of use.
CAMRAResearch and Information Manager Iain Loe said: “No-one would believe how
much nonsense and mythology there is around pub history. Even the celebrated
dispute over which pub the Great Train Robbery was planned in turns out to be fiction
the robberywas planned in a safe house inOxfordshire.
“The great poet John Dryden was supposedly nearly killed in an alleyway next to one
London pub, but CAMRA discovered the alley was not built until 71 years after his
death.
“The second issue is the number of pubs of historical significance that have been either
demolished or converted to restaurants. For example, The Roebuck in London's King's
Roadwhere JohnnyRotten auditioned for theSexPistols is nowa restaurant.”
CAMRA hopes this first round of plaques will inspire pub goers and licensees to
nominate their pub to be awarded one of these exclusive awards.
CAMRA Chief Executive Mike Benner said: “We are delighted to be able to present
these plaques during National Pubs Week, an event dedicated to getting more people
interested in visiting their local and realising what an important part pubs can play in the
identity of an area.
“Hundreds of pubs across the country have a great story to tell, and these first 14 are
only the beginning. We want to encourage more licensees and their customers to come
forward and apply for Pubs in Time accreditation, which we expect will soon be
considered as a stamp of authenticity for the incredible events surrounding pubs
handed down through the years.
Each of the Pubs in Time plaques will feature a brief synopsis of the event that took
place for each visitor to the bar to see.
Mike Benner continued: “CAMRA's Pubs in Time highlights the significant events have
taken placewithin pubs acrossmany different aspects of British life. Page 4.�

The 2006 GBG is still available at the
price of £12.00 - contact

details on page 6.
CAMRA Angle
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Festival Mild &

Festival Mild ( is a full bodied premium mild with
a far more complex palate than normally found in this
beer style. The beer is brewed using floor malted Maris
Otter pale ale malt, black malt and crystal malt. The
moreish bitterness is provided by a careful blend of
Fuggles, Goldings and Challenger hops.

4.8 ABV)

Guest Ales will be available in
rotation in the forthcoming months:

Horndean Special Bitter (HSB) 4.8ABV: This
distinctive, high quality premium bitter is brewed with the
very best hand selected malt and hops. The resulting
flavour has earned HSB a national reputation as one of
the classic high strength bitters of England.

Gales Best Bitter 4.0ABV Gales is a bright golden
coloured bitter with a clean palate and satisfying
hoppiness that has a long, moreish linger. It has a fresh
hop aroma with a hint of lemon that complements the
balanced malt and hop flavours. Available till the end of
March when it will cease to be produced and will be
replaced with Fullers London Pride.

Accommodation   All bedrooms
are non-smoking with private
facilities and associated
comforts. Prices include

continental
breakfast. Weekend rates
available. Off street parking.

:

97, St. Leonards Rd, Windsor,

Berkshire SL4 3BZ.

Tel: 01753 670123

Fax: 01753 670124

E-mail: trooper@accommodatinginns.co.uk

Trooper
The

The Trooper is a
traditional English
pub that started life
as a 19th Century
coaching inn.

To this day travellers
can still enjoy a wide
range of beers,
homemade daily
specials and stay in
one of the nine
comfortable ensuite
rooms.

There is also a beer
garden and two
screens showing
Sky Sports.

The Trooper is
located in a quiet
part of Windsor but
still only ten minutes'
walk from Windsor
Castle.

Public House

David & Laura welcome discerning
drinkers to

THE JOLLY FARMER
�

�

�

�

�

New entry in the 2006 CAMRA Good Beer Guide

Classic 3 room country pub opposite church and
green in beautiful COOKHAM DEAN

Young’s, Brakspear, Courage Best and a frequently
changing guest ale usually available

Fine pub food, fires in winter and a large beer
garden

“Owned by the village” no background music or TV

�St. George’s BEER
FESTIVAL 21 to 23
April, 12 beers from
the North and South
of England - Compare
and contrast.

st. rd.

Church Road
Cookham Dean

Berkshire
SL6 9PD

Tel: 01628 482905
Web:www.jollyfarmercookhamdean.co.uk

�Page3.
“This includes the arts and popular culture, with pubs
playing host to writers, poets and musicians.
Momentous scientific discussions such as the
discovery of DNA took place in a pub.As well as pivotal
military events with pubs hosting meetings between
luminaries such as the Duke of Wellington and the
Emperor of Russia.”

The Globe was the favourite Howff (pub) of
Robert Burns when he was living at Ellisland
Farm. Using his diamond ring, Burns inscribed a
poem on one of the bedroom windows which still
survives today.
Hewrote:
“Gin a bodymeet a body
Coming through the grain
Gin a body kiss a body
The thing's a body's ain”
What he regarded as his best love song was
penned to Anna Park, her of the 'gowden locks',
whowas the niece of the landlord at that time.The
Burns Howff club was founded here in 1889 and
still meets here every year on January 25.

On the 36th and 27th of June 1685 this pub
served as the Duke of Monmouth's headquarters
for two of the last armedbattles onEnglish soil.
The clash that took place a musket's shot from
the pub is believed to be the last occasion that a
rebel force routed government troops.

On March 8 1765 Josiah Wedgewood and James
Brindley met to discuss the construction of the

Trent andMerseyCanal.
The project began the following year and
spearheaded Britain's Golden Age of canals,
revolutionising freight transport and helping fuel
the industrial revolution.

Until 1963 the great writers of “the Inklings” C.S.
Lewis, J.R.R Tolkien, Charles Williams and
others met regularly in the pub.
The conversations that took place there
profoundly influenced the development of 20th
centuryEnglish literature.

In 1688 following the fall of James II, the infamous
Judge Jeffries, who presided over the Bloody
Assizes, enjoyed his last moments of freedom
before being captured and beaten while waiting
for a passage from London. He was taken to the
tower and died the following year.

It was here in 1483 that Richard III sat and signed
the death warrant for his cousin, the Duke of
Buckingham.
This Inn has played host to such heads of state as
King John,OliverCromwell andKingCharles I.

This was the headquarters of YeAncient Order of
Froth Blowers. Founded in 1924 by Bert Temple
and known as a “cheerful law-abiding fraternity
of absorptive Britons” the Order raised a six figure
sum for children's charities within five
years.
Economic forces and pressure from the
temperance movement sadly led to the demise of
theOrder someyears later.

During the 1720's this Inn was the first place to
sell Stilton cheese. It's then owner Cooper
Thornhill popularised it and created a substantial
and enduringmarket for the product.
A19th century saying fromWymondham reads:
“Drink a pot of ale, eat a scoop of Stilton,
Every day youwill make 'old bones.”

On February 28, 1953, Francis Crick and James
Watson made the first public announcement of
the discovery of DNA with the words “We have
discovered the secret of life”
Throughout their early partnership Watson and
Crick dined in the pub on six days everyweek.

The writer and humourist Frank Muir was born
here in February 5, 1920. He was one of the great
pioneers of British radio comedy and created a
genre of gentle humour that endeared him to
millions of people around the world. He died on
January 2, 1998.

Details for plaque winners
TheGlobe Inn,

The George Inn,

The Leopard Inn,

TheEagle&Child,

The Town of Ramsgate,

The Angel and Royal,

TheSwan Inn,

The Bell,

TheEagle,

The Derby Arms,

56 High Street, Dumfries DG1 2JA
01387 252335

High Street, Norton St Philip, Bath,
Somerset, BA2 7LH
01373 834 224

21 Market Place, Burslem, Stoke-
on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST6 3AA
01782 819644

49 St Giles, Oxford, OX1 3LU
01865 302925

62 Wapping High Street,
London, E1W 2PN
020 7481 8000

Grantham, High Street,
Grantham NG31 6PN
01476 565816

Lower Street, Fittleworth, RH20 1EN
01798 865429

Great North Road, Stilton, Peterborough,
PE7 3RA
01733 241066

8 Bene't St, Cambridge, CB2 3QN,
01223 505020

Margate Road, Ramsgate, CT11
7SG
01843 593586

As the smoking ban gets nearer:
There is a web site with
a petition FREEDOM TO CHOOSE IN A FREE
COUNTRY to download. Here is an extract from
their intro: “The Big Debate was born out of the
frustration and anger felt by ordinary licensees
and members of the general public at the way in
which our freedoms, choices and democracy
are being eroded by this Government.

Page 7

www.thedigdebate.org

From the licensee’s perspective this was
inflamed by our voices not being heard by
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Trooper Public House

David & Laura welcome discerning
drinkers to
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New entry in the 2006 CAMRA Good Beer Guide

Classic 3 room country pub opposite church and
green in beautiful COOKHAM DEAN

Young’s, Brakspear, Courage Best and a frequently
changing guest ale usually available

Fine pub food, fires in winter and a large beer
garden

“Owned by the village” no background music or TV
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We Wish Them Well
A sad loss to the area is the departure of Dave & Al Hollindrake, publicans
at the 'Blackwood Arms', Littleworth Common. Having done a great job
restoring business at this gem of a pub after a period of indifferent
management, they are leaving in March, to another rural pub, the 'Coach
& Horses', in Rotherwick, North Hampshire.

In appreciation of
their efforts the Branch
had awarded them 'Pub of
the Season' distinction in
Summer 2005. The news
o f t h e i r d e p a r t u r e
prompted us to present
them with a Special
Award of Thanks & Best
Wishes, and this took
place on Tuesday 21st
Feb.

The very sharp-
eyed among you may
spot that one of the real-
ale pumps in the picture is
serving mild beer, a
traditional style of beer
that has been disappearing from our pubs, and which CAMRA promotes
with its 'May is Mild Month' campaign every year. The 'Blackwood' has
been the only pub in the area to stock mild regularly.

Dave & Al say that they intend to stock a mild in their new venture,
which is with a different company, and we wish them every success.

No slip up for “A Over T” !
At the National Winter Ales Festival, held in Manchester in January, “A

Over T” from Hogs Back Brewery, Surrey was named as the Supreme
Champion Winter Beer of Britain 2006 by a panel of judges at CAMRA's
national winter celebration of beer.

“A Over T”, which stand for Aromas Over Tongham, is barley wine of a
deep tawny colour and is complex and powerful yet well balanced. The
beer has fruity notes with hints of chocolate and raisins.

At the announcement, Steve Prescott, Organiser of the National
Winter Ales Festival congratulated Hogs Back on their victory. He said,
"Congratulations to Hogs Back.”A Over T” is a fantastic Barley Wine that
fully deserves this accolade. I hope this will encourage more beer drinkers
to try this style of beer.”

Prescott continued, ”It is also excellent news that Gales ”Festival Mild”
won the national Silver award. We hope this recognition will encourage
Fuller's to continue brewing this excellent brew at Horndean in
Hampshire.”

On hearing the news Tony Stanton Marketing Manager for Hogs Back
Brewery said, "Aover T” is our flagship dark strong ale at 9%ABV and is our
king of ales too. At Hogs Back we have always been proud of our range of
winter dark ales and having the opportunity to exhibit at Manchester and
win the national title was amazing”.

1st Aover T: Hogs Back (Surrey)
2nd Festival Mild: Gale's (Horndean, Hampshire)
3rd Black Knight: Goff's (Cheltenham, Glos)

Gold - Festival Mild: Gales (Horndean, Hampshire)
Silver - Black Knight: Goff's (Cheltenham, Glos)
Bronze - Dark Island: Orkney (Stromness Orkney)

Gold - Knoll Street Porter: Bazen's (Salford)
Silver - London Porter: Fullers (Chiswick, London)
Bronze - Festivity: Bath (Warmley, Bristol)

Gold -AOT: Hog's Back (Tongham, Surrey)
Silver - Cuillen Beast: Isle of Skye (Uig, IoS)
Bronze - Old Tom: Robinson's (Stockport)

CHAMPION WINTER BEER OF BRITAIN 2006
SUPREME CHAMPION

CATEGORY WINNERS
OldAles & Strong Mild Category

Stouts & Porters

Barley Wines

IS MY BEER WARM?
According to Cask Marque the optimum temperatures for beers are:
Cask ale 11-13C (52-57F)
Lager & keg 5-7C (41-46F)
Extra cold 1-3C (34-38F),
so next time you go down the pub, don't forget your thermometer!

CAMRA Angle Spring 2006 CAMRA AngleCAMRA Angle
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Advertise in

Why not advertise your business in this

publication?

Published four times a year and available

free in pubs throughout East Berks and South

Bucks, it is an ideal cost effective way to bring

your business to the attention of thousands of

discerning consumers.

The rates are: Full Page - £120, half page -

£70, quarter page - £40 and eighth page -

£25. Space on front and back covers carries

a 10% surcharge. A discount is available

when booking four consecutive issues.
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The

A selection of fine real ales

available

Stag & Hounds
Free House

Pinkneys Green

1 Lee Lane, Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead SL6 6NU

01628 630268

Home Made Food served

Tuesday - Saturday 12-2.30pm & 6.30pm-9pm

Sunday roast 12-3pm

Function hall with long alley skittles available

Tel:

Real Ale Festival 6 &7 May

+ Hog Roast

th           th

Food is available:
Monday-Saturday noon-
2.30pm and 6-9.30pm

Sunday noon-9pm.

Food is available:
Monday-Saturday noon-
2.30pm and 6-9.30pm

Sunday noon-9pm.

A wide-ranging menu of home-cooked food is
available, with tempting Blackboard Specials served
either in the no-smoking dining area or in the bars.

As well as lighter snacks.

A wide-ranging menu of home-cooked food is
available, with tempting Blackboard Specials served
either in the no-smoking dining area or in the bars.

As well as lighter snacks.

Windmill Road
Fulmer
Bucks.
Tel: 01753 663183

Windmill Road
Fulmer
Bucks.
Tel: 01753 663183

and their staff offer a warm, friendly welcome
whenever you call in.

and their staff offer a warm, friendly welcome
whenever you call in.

Brendan and Kay KeaneBrendan and Kay Keane

3 Real Ales including a guest ale always on tap plus an extensive wine list.

LETTERS
I am writing to correct one thing in A Brief History of Licensing Laws. 11 pm closing time

did not come in until the 1960s. I remember I was living at Watford, which I did from

1965 to 1968, so I reckon it would have started in 1966 or 1967 as it had been in place

for a while before I left. Initially, magistrates had the discretion to allow pubs to stay

open until 11 pm on Fridays and Saturdays. Inevitably, some areas allowed it and some

didn't. Watford didn't but at least one neighbouring area did and everyone used to get in

their cars at 10.30 (drink-driving was something everyone did without a second thought)

and drive to the first pub over the 'border'. It is possible that to start with it was just on

Saturdays, but I think it was always Fridays and Saturdays. In those days I could usually

only afford to go to the pub on Saturdays and one evening during the week.

I can't remember when 11 pm closing came in for every night other than Sunday. I have a

feeling that the Met Police area got it before the rest of the country but it's a long time ago

and I can't remember.

Incidentally, I read the article in The Trooper: very good quality beer. I drank all three

and I shall certainly be back.

Brian Lawrence, West Drayton

Thanks for this, CAMRA Angle's first letter.

I must confess that I "lifted" the info. from a broadsheet newspaper and didn't double

check it. However, the point was that 1921 saw the introduction of 9 hour opening with

an afternoon gap. Most licensing areas were either 10.30-2.30 & 5.30-10.30 (like Watford

and my home area of Uxbridge) or 11.00-3.00 & 6.00-11.00. I also recall Northampton

being 10.00-2.00 at lunch, and Mid Glamorgan being 12.00-4.00 (giving just enough time

to get to Cardiff for evening opening at 5.00!).

All of this was, as you say, at the discretion of the local licensing magistrates.

11.00 evening closing Mon-Sat became the national norm in 1988 with the introduction of "all-day" opening. Ed.

(Since replying to Brian as above he has contacted me again reiterating his belief that 11.00 closing became the national norm before

1988: I can find no evidence either way - maybe another reader can settle the matter? Our contact details are above.)

Pub Snip Bits
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Dear Diary
�

�

Wed. 12th April. Branch

Meeting in the ‘Carpenters

Arms’, Windsor, at 8:30 pm.

Wed 10th May. Branch

Meeting in the ‘Jolly Farmer’,

Cookham Dean, at 8:30 pm.

Branch meetings start�
Important Contacts

Campaign for Real Ale Limited

Registered office: 230 Hatfield

Road, St Albans, Herts, ALl 4LW

Tel: 01727867201

Fax: 01727 867670

Action Line: 0845 60 30 20 8

Official home

page:

e-mail : camra@camra.org.uk

A non-profit making Company

limited by guarantee.

Registered in England. 1270286

Trading Standards Offices:

Slough:

Tel: 01753 552288

Windsor & Maidenhead:

Tel: 01628 798888

Bucks:

Tel:

http://www.camra.org.uk

01296 383212

LOCAL PUB OF THE YEAR
Elsewhere in CAMRA Angle you'll have read
about the national Pub of the Year, the Swan
in Little Totham.

Now the search for the next winner starts with
local CAMRA branches selecting their
POTYs.

In the Slough, Windsor, Maidenhead branch
area the nominees are:

George, Burnham

Black Horse, Fulmer

Jolly Woodman, Littleworth Common

Falcon, Denham

Bounty, Cookham

Jolly Farmer, Cookham Dean

Waterman'sArms, Eton

Ark, Maidenhead

PortlandArms, Maidenhead

Rose & Crown, Slough

Beehive, White Waltham

Black Horse, Dedworth

Carpenter'sArms, Windsor

Swan, Clewer

Trooper, Windsor

You might wonder why your favourite isn't
included. Well the criteria are that the pub
must be in the current Good Beer Guide and
can not win the accolade two years in a row.

But the list is still short!

That would be because we are aware that the
current management are planning to leave.

All local CAMRA members are urged to send
their vote by post or e-mail to our branch
secretaryAlec Moore details opposite.

Voting Closed 

Pub Snip Bits
� The ‘Palmer Arms’ at Dorney has a ‘non-
smoking throughout’ policy.

The ‘Bounty’ at Cookham is to be Non-
Smoking from 1st April, following a survey of
customers.

The ‘North Star’ at Thorney (Ritchings
Park) has a couple of ales in good nick

Maidenhead Conservative Club continues
to serve an excellent range of beers in good
condition.

The 'Oak & Saw' at Taplow has recently
been serving 'Hooky Bitter', Brakspears
'Bitter', & Fullers 'London Pride'.

The 'Tower Arms', Richings Park, was
recently serving good Fullers 'London Pride',
GK 'Abbott', & a guest ale.

The 'Black Horse', Dedworth, is serving
very good Young's 'Bitter', & Marston's
'Pedigree'.

The 'Greyhound', Eton Wick, continues
to serve excellent ales, with Deuchers 'IPA' &
Courage 'Bitter' as regulars, plus usually
either Adnam's or Young's Bitter also
available.

The 'Vansittart Arms', Windsor, is

expected to have new publicans in March.
Beer quality at the 'Henry VI' in Eton is

reportedly good serving Charles Wells
Bombardier Premium Bitter.

The 'Jolly Woodman', Littleworth
Common, continues to serve a good selection
of beer, with a guest ale consistently from the
more unusual in this area.

The 'Black Horse', Iver Heath, had a
change of publican late last year.

The 'Red Lion', Iver, (a Chef & Brewer
outlet) has a good selection of ales & welcomes
drinkers, but can be very busy at peak times!

The 'Windsor Castle', Windsor, serves
Deuchers 'IPA', Adnams 'Bitter', Brakspears
'Bitter', & Courage 'Best'.

The 'Three Horseshoes', Eton Wick, has
Timothy Taylor 'Landlord' on offer, as well as
Courage 'Best' & Fullers 'London Pride'.

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Pub Snip Bits

�Page 4
Government and being ignored by our ‘so
called’ trade representatives. The proposed
smoking ban was in our view a step too far.
Our campaign is not about the promotion of
smoking, many of us are not and have never
been smokers, but about allowing the free use
of a legal product that generates billions for the
Exchequer.”
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The Portland Arms

West Street

Maidenhead

Berkshire

SL6 1RL

Tel: 01628 634649

E-mail:

richard.carter@technocom.com

Included in the 2006 CAMRA Good Beer GuideIncluded in the 2006 CAMRA Good Beer Guide

We offer Bed & Breakfast:

Our newly built chalets are all en-suite

fully air-conditioned with tea and

coffee making facilities, Sky TV and

internet access.

We offer Bed & Breakfast:

Our newly built chalets are all en-suite

fully air-conditioned with tea and

coffee making facilities, Sky TV and

internet access.

Accommodation

Located in Maidenhead town

centre close to the High Street,

Magnet sports centre and in

easy reach of the railway

station and M4 (J8/9)

Located in Maidenhead town

centre close to the High Street,

Magnet sports centre and in

easy reach of the railway

station and M4 (J8/9)

CAMRA Pub of the

Season

Winter 2005/6

CAMRA Pub of the

Season

Winter 2005/6

�
Cask conditioned Ales

including: Brakspear Bitter

Fullers ESB

& Guest Ales

�
Cask conditioned Ales

including: Brakspear Bitter

Fullers ESB

& Guest Ales

Free HouseFree House

Traditional

THE
M

PORTLAND AR S
THE

M
PORTLAND AR S

�

�

Pub Food:

available lunchtime & Evening

Large screen TV: Sky (Sports)

�

�

Pub Food:

available lunchtime & Evening

Large screen TV: Sky (Sports)
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